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It’s back-to-school time and I’m very excited about the learning opportunities this fall! 

This school year, we’re starting a number of new things that we hope will help strengthen 

our Faith Formation program. First, the children’s Sunday School classes will begin a new 

curriculum. We are happy to introduce the 

“Whirl” curriculum. Whirl is designed 

around the assigned readings for each 

Sunday. Whirl units are simply designed, 

require little preparation, and allows greater 

flexibility for age groups. 

We will have two groups of children 

beginning with children age 2. Every Whirl lesson follows a four-part sequence: Welcome, 

Hear, Respond, and Launch (WHRL!). Each week, kids and leaders start their time together 

by identifying where they are in the church year and watching an animated video to set up 

the lesson. Next, they dive into the Whirl Story Bible or Whirl NRSV Bible together, 

respond to the scripture lesson with creative leaflet activities, and circle up to review the 

lesson and pray before being sent out.  

Additionally, we are introducing the “Feasting on the Word” curriculum for adults. This new 

program  engages adults in a deeper exploration of biblical texts, focusing especially on the 

text read in worship on that Sunday. We will also have two groups—the classic adult 

Sunday School and “Adults Too,” a young adults group. Some Sundays, I will also be 

leading a joint class on specific topics. Each Sunday’s study in all the classes – children and 

adult—will directly connect to worship for the day.  

Our Confirmation program is also being revamped. Starting in October until December, we 

will be meeting on Wednesday evenings for dinner and conversation. Our first emphasis will 

be “Bible 101.” We hope that our confirmands will gain a richer understanding of the Bible 

and its importance to our faith. These weekly meetings are an experiment, started out of my 

own desire to have more time to build a relationship with our students and explore topics in 

greater depth. 

There will be plenty more opportunities for faith formation throughout the fall, particularly 

with the “Theologian in Residence” program (read more about that inside this newsletter.) If 

you have any ideas for more activities, please let me know. In the meantime, remember to 

thank Diane Falls, Paris Suttenfield, and the other members of the Faith Formation 

Committee for their hard work over the past few months. 

     God’s peace, 
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Pastor’s series on 

worship will 

return in the next 

newsletter. 

JULY COUNCIL NOTES 

 Listened to the presentation about the 

youth program by Tia Hinds. 

Approved painting and redecorating 

the youth meeting room (downstairs) 

by the Youth. The Youth will develop 

a plan for the decoration before 

actually beginning work.  

 Received an update on the progress of 

the Strategic Planning Committee. The 

committee will make a full 

presentation to the council at a special 

meeting in September.  

 Entertained a motion to sell the metal 

carport where the church van was 

parked. Council as reminded that the 

carport has been used for cooking 

during outdoor activities. At the same 

time, the church has tents that may be 

used for the same purpose. Council 

decided to keep the carport for one 

year and evaluate its use. After the 

year, a decision will be made whether 

to keep it or sell it.  

 Approved the purchase of  new laptop 

computers for Pastor and Sheila. 

 Re-visited the idea of a scholarship 

program for college students. This has 

been considered by council several 

times in recent years. After taking into 

account the issues of adequate and 

continued funding, guidelines to ensure 

equitable and consistent administration 

of such a program, and consistency 

with the core mission of Good 

Shepherd, council unanimously voted 

not to give it further consideration.  

 Received an update from the Personnel 

Committee regarding performance 

planning for staff members.  

David Abernethy 
Congregation Council President 

I hope that all of you 

have had a good 

summer. It has been 

refreshing to 

participate during 

July in the regional 

convention of the 

Association of 

Lutheran Church Musicians in 

Charlotte and in Music Week at 

Lutheridge.  

I was able to meet and work with 

musicians from several states who 

sing, direct, and play instruments. It 

was inspiring to see and hear what 

the directors were able to elicit from 

all of us in daily preparation of 

music. 

Over the next several weeks, we 

will begin to implement plans for 

autumn at Good Shepherd. There 

will be opportunities for all ages to 

participate in a greater capacity in 

both services. I encourage you to 

take a leap of faith in the 

participation in the ministries of our 

congregation. When you are 

involved in a ministry, your interest 

and motivation in the entire ministry 

will increase. 

This autumn, we will learn  (or 

relearn) Setting #3 of the liturgy in 

ELW, which was Setting #1 in the 

Lutheran Book of Worship. During 

September, we will use the Meal 

portion of this setting in our weekly 

liturgy. The Gathering and Word 

portions will be added later. 

In my position as Cantor, I take my 

role very seriously as a musical and 

spiritual leader. My 

job description is 

given in the 

Statement on 

Worship and Music 

from the Association 

of Lutheran Church 

Musicians: 

"The cantor is the leader of the 

congregation’s song. The term 

cantor is the historic designation for 

the vocation of the Lutheran Church 

musician. The cantor normally 

serves as organist, director of choirs 

and instrumental groups, and 

teaches, encourages, and nurtures 

the musical talent of the 

congregation. The cantor’s calling, 

however, extends beyond the 

preparation of music for the various 

services. The cantor takes an 

interest in the personal and spiritual 

lives of those with whom he or she 

works, and is often musically active 

in the larger community in which 

the congregation is situated." As we 

work together, I welcome your 

comments and suggestions. 

I encourage you to participate with 

your mind, body and spirit during 

our worship each week. Especially 

during the last 500 years, Lutherans 

have been united through the Word, 

the Liturgy and the song of the 

congregation. May we together 

unite as we strive for personal 

spiritual growth as we worship in 

our activities together. 

D. John Apple 

JULY TO DATE REVIEW 

General Fund BUDGETED through July 27 $     22,944.96 

General Fund RECEIVED through July 27 $      15,628.95 

A U G U S T  T O  D A T E  R E V I E W  

General Fund BUDGETED through August 24 $      22,944.96 

General Fund RECEIVED through August 24 $      15,616.10 

A complete Budget Review will be printed as soon as it is available. 
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For: All Good Shepherd Members of all ages 

Yes, all ADULTS are encouraged to attend 

this year!!! 

When: Sunday, September 7, 2014 at 9:45a.m. 

Where: In the Sanctuary of Good Shepherd 

What:  Kick Off to a new Sunday School Year for all ages 

with fun, music, and of course FOOD!!! 

Why:  To learn about the New Sunday school curriculum 

offered for all ages.   

Classes begin on September 14. 

 Choose from these class offerings: 

 Adult I  

 Adult “Too” 

 High School 

 Middle School 

 Children 2nd grade-5th grade 

 Children Preschool -1st grade 

 Nursery 

RALLY DAY — Come and give it a WHIRL!  

What in the “WHIRL” is going on at Sunday School?!? 
The Faith Formation Committee has 

been working hard this summer to 

revamp Sunday school for ALL AGES. 

Starting this year, all classes will be 

studying material that follows the 

lectionary readings for every Sunday—

the same ones we study on a given 

Sunday will be used in worship. The 

children (preschool-5th grade) will be 

using a new material called “Whirl.” 

The Middle School, High School, and 

all Adults will be using the material 

called “Feasting on the Word.” 

The children will no longer rotate to 

different classes every week. We will 

have a preschool through 1st grade class 

and a 2nd grade through 5th grade class. 

We are looking for members of Good 

Shepherd, no matter your age, to 

volunteer to teach the kids of Good 

Shepherd. The material is very easy to 

follow and minimal set up is required!!! 

“Whirl” provides a new way to help 

kids experience readings from the 

Revised Common Lectionary. Through 

exploring church seasons and diving 

into one of the Sunday lectionary 

readings, kids will begin to understand 

the rhythms of the church year and 

Bible readings.   

Each Sunday at 9:45 a.m., the children 

will begin in the sanctuary with Mr. 

John for a short opening and music 

time. This is where they will learn any 

songs that they will sing for service. At 

10:05 they will dismiss downstairs to 

their classrooms for Sunday school. A 

nursery will be provided as well during 

Sunday school.   

The Middle School and High School 

classes will continue using “Feasting on 

the Word,” which follows the lectionary 

readings each Sunday. Youth are 

figuring out who they are as they search 

for whose they are. Feasting on the 

Word materials provide opportunities 

for this age group to explore their 

personal and communal identity in Jesus 

Christ through meaningful community-

building experiences, engaging Bible 

study, and relevant learning activities. 

Biblical stories will come alive in new 

and creative ways. In response to God's 

amazing, unconditional love, youth will 

be challenged to put their faith into 

action as they grow to understand 

themselves as Christ's disciples. Starting 

at 9:45, the Middle School will meet in 

the first classroom on the left in the 

upstairs Sunday School wing and the 

High School will meet downstairs in the 

Youth Room.   

CALLING ALL ADULTS!! 

You didn’t think we were going to 

leave you out, did you? 

Two adult classes will be offered—the 

Adult I class and the Adult “Too” class. 

Both classes will use the “Feasting on 

the Word” curriculum each week. 

Adults see the world through the lens of 

life experience and life transitions. 

Adults enter Bible study and worship 

bringing with them this variety of 

views. Feasting on the Word materials 

will engage adults in a deeper 

exploration of biblical texts. 

Participants' faith will be enhanced 

when the Scriptures read and 

proclaimed in worship are reinforced 

and expanded during their educational 

time. Education and worship can be 

mutually supportive in helping God's 

Word in Scripture come alive in the 

Sunday morning experience. 

The Adult I Class will be for adults who 

have lived a long and full life, but still 

want to come together and learn about 

faith. They will meet in the last Sunday 

school room on the left in the upstairs 

Sunday school wing.   

The Adult “Too” Class will be for 

adults who haven’t lived quite as long, 

but are leading full and very busy lives, 

but still want to come together and learn 

about faith. They will meet in the 

second Sunday school room on the left 

in the upstairs Sunday school wing. 

However, if you feel that one class is 

better suited for you, then by all means 

go to the class that makes you the most 

comfortable.   

NOW!!!  We Need You!!!   

 We Need You to come to Sunday 

school every Sunday!!!  

 We Need You to bring your 

children to Sunday school every 

Sunday, and then you attend Sunday 

school!!   

 We Need Everybody to come to 

Sunday school every Sunday!!! 
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Are you willing to 

facilitate a lesson?  
Faith Formation is looking for 

individuals of all ages to 

volunteer to facilitate a lesson or 

two for all ages of Sunday 

school. All the new materials are 

very easy to follow, require 

minimal planning, and are easy 

to facilitate during Sunday 

school. If we could get a handful 

of volunteers to facilitate these 

lessons then the commitment to 

teaching Sunday school isn’t so 

bad. If you feel led to facilitate 

one of the children’s classes, 

please contact Cheryl Bolding at 

704-822-1979 or 704-608-4262 or 

e-mail her at 

cbolding@carolina.rr.com.  

If you would like to facilitate a 

middle, high school or one of the 

two adult classes, contact Paris 

Suttenfield at 704-400-9507 or e-

mail her at 

psuttenfield@me.com. 

Please come to Rally Day on 

September 7 at 9:45 in the 

Sanctuary to learn more about 

what Sunday school will be all 

about. Samples of each material 

will be available for you to look 

at. Come and see how Wonderful 

Sunday School is going to be. 

We are very excited about these 

new changes. WE NEED YOU!!! 

Paris Suttenfield, Faith Formation  

Several events are scheduled to gear-up 

the Good Shepherd Youth this fall. In 

addition to the events below: the Youth are 

developing a plan to paint and redecorate 

the Youth Room. Beginning in September, 

the youth will begin meeting each Sunday 

after worship.  

Kick-off lunch at Hullanders 

On Sunday, September 7 the Youtherans 

will kick-off directly after the 11:00 a.m. 

church service until 4:30 p.m. at the 

Hullander's. The address is 116 

Lighthouse Rd. Mount Holly, N.C. – in the 

Riverfront Sub-division. Please bring a 2-

liter or drinks to share, your swim suit, 

towel(s), sunscreen and a life jacket (if you 

have one).   

A hotdog lunch will be served and we will 

spend the afternoon swimming, boating 

and hanging out. Please RSVP to Kim 

Hullander at 704-822-2953 (Home) or 704

-661-3265 (Cell). Additional chaperones 

would be appreciated. 

Lenoir Rhyne Youth Day is on Saturday, 

September 27.  

Lee & Katrina Hinds and Andrew & Susan 

Matznick are chaperoning the Youth for 

LR Youth Day on Saturday, September 

27. We will meet and depart from the 

church by 2:30 p.m. At Lenoir-Rhyne we 

will hear the A Cappella Choir in concert, 

have supper in the dining hall before we 

head to the game to watch the Bears take 

on Tusculum College (Vicar Dave’s alma 

mater).  

The deadline to RSVP for the game is 

Sunday, September 21. Please email, text, 

or call Katrina Hinds if you are interested 

in going.  

Call 704-822-1765 or 704-591-3827 or 

email Katrina at lhinds1@carolina.rr.com. 

Let’s start talking about the National 

Youth Gathering at informational 

meeting on September 14. 

The High School Youth and their parents 

are gathering immediately following the 

11:00 a.m. service on Sunday, September 

14 to learn all about the 2015 ELCA 

National Youth Gathering to be held in 

July 2015 in Detroit. The group will learn 

more about the gathering, costs, 

registration and fundraising ideas.  

The commitment date to attend the 

Gathering is Sunday, October 12 where a 

deposit of $150 per participant is due. Full 

costs are $325 for the gathering plus the 

cost of transportation and food. The goal is 

for all costs to be covered by the church 

excepting the initial deposit.  

Numerous Good Shepherd youth have 

attended and had their faith lives enriched. 

Come to this meeting and see if NYG is 

for you!  

Kim Hullander & Katrina Hinds 

See what’s up for Good Shepherd’s sixth through twelfth graders 

Y O U T H  H A P P E N I N G S . . .  

The ELCA Youth Gathering for high 

school-age youth takes place every three 

years and is about faith formation, 

worship, study, fellowship, service and 

play.  

It is an opportunity for youth to engage 

with peers from across the United States 

and the world who share a common 

commitment and faith in Christ. The next 

Gathering will be held July 15-19, 2015, 

in Detroit, Michigan. 

The Gathering is a five-day event that 

begins on a Wednesday evening and ends 

with a service of communion the 

following Sunday morning. The opening 

night sets the stage for the days ahead in 

which young people may have an 

encounter with Jesus that energizes their 

faith and helps them discover their call to 

serve in the world — locally and globally. 

Young people rotate through a variety of 

service learning experiences in the 

surrounding community. They explore and 

strengthen their faith by studying God’s 

word, serving their neighbor, sharing 

bread and wine in worship, participating 

in lively faith discussions and broadening 

their experience of God’s world and 

diverse communities through travel.  

The theme for the 2015 ELCA Youth 

Gathering, Rise Up Together! When the 

question “Why work so hard to gather so 

many young 

people in one 

place?” pops up, 

the response is 

really quite simple. 

We were meant to 

be together, and 

we are a church that believes God is 

calling us into the world — together. So 

every now and then, we gather young 

people and adults together to share their 

unique stories and to experience the larger 

story that makes up the ELCA; we gather 

to be inspired, encouraged, strengthened, 

connected and sent out to do God’s work 

in the world — together!  

Here’s  more about  NYG 2015 f rom thei r  websi te . . .  

mailto:704-591-3827%20or%20email%20Katrina%20at%20lhinds1@carolina.rr.com
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Theologian In  Res idence…  October 17 – October 19, 2014  

Thursday, October 16 

THEOLOGY ON TAP  

Pump House Biergarten National 

Whitewater Center, 6:30—8:30 p.m.  

Join us for a casual 

discussion over 

your beverage of 

choice in the spirit 

of Luther’s Table 

Talks. The topic 

will be 

“Encountering God 

in Worship.” 

 

Friday, October 17 

CLERGY WORKSHOP 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

11:30 a.m. 

Flooded into Life: rereading Martin 

Luther’s audacious baptismal theology for 

life today. 

 

Friday, October 17 

YOUNG ADULTS/YOUNG FAMILIES 

COOKOUT 

Location TBA 

6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Stewart will lead a discussion on how 

to help children and families rediscover 

and reconnect with God’s natural creation. 

Social time will follow. Childcare 

provided at the church. 

Saturday, October 18  

HIKE AT STONE MOUNTAIN STATE PARK 

Roaring River, N.C. 

Departing at 9:30 a.m. 

All members of the church are invited for a 

day of hiking and exploring Stone 

Mountain, one of North Carolina’s most 

beautiful state parks. We will connect 

God’s creation with our worship as we 

celebrate the Eucharist at the summit of the 

mountain. Come join us and enjoy the fall 

colors at their peak! 

 

Sunday, October 19 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Dr. Stewart will preach at both services 

and teach a special Adult Sunday School 

lesson. 

After service we will gather for a covered 

dish luncheon. 

I was fortunate to be one of 

approximately 300 people in attendance 

at the 200th Stephen Ministry 

Leadership Training Conference in 

Dallas, Texas last month. I met several 

truly inspirational people among these 

dedicated Stephen Ministers. Dr. Ken 

Haugk, the founder of Stephen 

Ministry, addressed the group and 

emphasized his goal for Stephen 

Ministry (SM) that “no one should have 

to suffer alone.” I met a young couple, 

Andrew and Charlene, Californians who 

serve as missionaries in Shanghai, 

China. They are taking Stephen 

Ministry 

to 

Shanghai 

and are 

requesting 

that 

Stephen 

Ministry 

materials be translated into Mandarin 

Chinese! 

The purpose of the Leadership Training 

Course is to introduce the Stephen 

Ministry Series, a complete system for 

training, organizing, and supervising lay 

persons for caring ministry in 

congregations and communities done 

through lecture, small group 

discussions, and role play. 

Stephen Ministry training is intense. 

Even the lunches were themed. One was 

“Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart” 

which presented strong testimonies 

relating to journeying through grief. 

Another topic was “Discovering God’s 

Vision for Your Life,” a method to help 

identify one’s spiritual gifts. Other 

topics included surviving cancer and 

extended grief management.  

Come for an informational meeting about Stephen Ministry on September 21 at 9:45 a.m.  

Gary Engel shares his experiences from Stephen Ministry Training  

Continues on next page... 

Good 

Shepherd is 

pleased to 

welcome the 

Rev. Dr. 

Benjamin 

Stewart to 

serve as our 

first-ever 

“Theologian 

in 

Residence.” 

Dr. Stewart is the Gordon A. Braatz 

Associate Professor of Worship and 

Dean of Augustana Chapel at the 

Lutheran School of Theology at 

Chicago, where he has taught since 

2009. 

The Theologian in Residence 

Program is designed to bring 

prominent Lutheran scholars to Good 

Shepherd for an intensive period of 

teaching and fellowship. The 

program aims to help our members 

develop an understanding of the 

importance of theology in their 

everyday lives and work, as well as to 

grow in their understanding and 

commitment to a gospel-centered 

Lutheran theology. It has been made 

possible through the LCGS Mission 

Endowment Fund. 

Dr. Stewart will participate in the 

following activities with Good 

Shepherd and the community: 

Rev. Dr. Ben Stewart 

Gary Engel with missionaries to China 
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Coming soon. . . 
Weekly Electronic Newsletters 

Beginning in October, Good Shepherd will 

send out weekly electronic newsletters. These will replace the email 

blasts you receive randomly during the week. We are excited about how 

a weekly “eNews” will improve our communication. We will be able to 

highlight important events and projects going on during the week, we 

will provide a list of urgent prayer requests from our community and 

world, and we will provide a link to last Sunday’s sermon. Additionally, 

we will be able to link back to our website for more in-depth content. 

Be on the lookout for a bulletin insert asking you about your email 

preferences. We would like to know if you are currently receiving email 

blasts, if we are using the correct email, or if you are not getting 

anything at all. If you do not use email, we will be more than happy to 

mail you a printed copy—just let us know! 

eNEWS 

Stephen Ministry training continued... 

Sessions, with 

groups of varying 

size, began early 

and were anchored 

in singing, Bible 

study and prayer.   

At the conclusion 

of the week’s 

training, we were 

sent home with 

30lbs. of training and organizational resources for 

teaching the curriculum to new Stephen Ministers 

who require 50 hours of instruction and for 

continuing education for current Stephen Ministers. 

Good Shepherd is a caring congregation. We do a 

good job in caring for one another. Stephen Ministry 

is a way to take this to a higher level. The approach is 

described as follows from the workshop outline, 

“Think of caring ministry as a ‘roof’ covering the 

congregation – protecting members from harsh 

storms in life, while also providing  a warm, safe 

haven to shelter people in the community who 

encounter their own life-storms. If a congregation has 

a ‘leak’ in its caring ministry: 

 People in need of care suffer alone and slip 

through the cracks: 

 The congregation doesn’t have the means or 

capacity to reach out to hurting people in the 

community and connect them to Jesus’s love 

during a time of great need.” 

I’m blessed to come home to a church that already 

has an active Stephen Ministry program and trained 

leaders in Nancy Ford and Anne Fields. We have a 

strong Stephen Minister team of Linda Cox, Sheila 

Saunders, Faye Tompkins and Bruce Zander. Please 

remember our Stephen Ministry team in your prayers 

as we continue in our care-giving relationships. We 

also ask your prayers for our team as we contemplate 

future growth; specifically as we seek new Stephen 

Minister candidates and additional opportunities to 

provide this special care to those in need. An 

informational session about Stephen Ministry will be 

held on Sunday, September 21 at 9:45 a.m. in the 

Parish Hall. Come; find out more about Stephen 

Ministry. Ask yourself if you, as a child of God, can 

walk beside a person who is hurting? Can you listen, 

care, pray, support, and encourage someone in need 

of this care? Can you give up an hour a week to this 

cause? Come, learn more. 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you 

will fulfill the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2   

Gary Engel  

Spiritual Gifts Class begins this month 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is offering a life-changing course 

entitled “Discovering God's Vision for Your Life: You and Your 

Spiritual Gifts.” This is an eight-hour course that serves three purposes: 

personal discovery, education about spiritual gifts, and motivation for 

ministry. The course provides participants with an experience that can 

change their lives, deepen their relationships with God, and increase the 

quality and quantity of our congregation's ministry. A series of eight 

classes, each lasting an hour, begins on Tuesday, September 30 at 7 p.m. 

and continues on Tuesday evenings. There is a fee of $12 each to cover 

the costs of the participant manual and the Spiritual Gifts Inventory. A 

check can be placed in the offering to Good Shepherd with Spiritual Gifts 

noted on the memo line  

Gary Engel ,Stephen Minister 

A package arrived at the church in early August containing a notebook 

of historical significance to Good Shepherd. The notebook was 

compiled and forwarded from Daniel Kistler of Yorktown Virginia. Mr. 

Kistler is a descendant of the sister of “Father” Jesse Reuben Peterson, 

pastor and organizer of Good Shepherd and many other Lutheran 

churches west of the Catawba River. Mr. Kistler is himself a descendant 

of many Lutheran pastors and had set a goal to learn more about his 

famous ancestor. He happened upon our church website, which led him 

to other Lutheran church websites where he was able to learn much 

more about “Father” Peterson.  

Mr. Kistler was most kind to share his compilation with us. The 

notebook he compiled is available in the office if you would like to 
peruse it. It contains biographical information about “Father Peterson” 

and, excitingly enough, some photocopies of sermons.  

Camille Jessen, chairman of the Archives Committee, has written to 

express our thanks for this compilation of information about Good 

Shepherd’s founding pastor.  

Our website helps Father Peterson 

descendant learn about his ancestor 

Gary Engel with Stephen Ministry leader 
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Join us on Saturday, October 11! 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED FOR MISSION MT. HOLLY HABITAT BUILD 

Once again, Social Ministry is asking members to participate in another MISSION 

MT. HOLLY. This year the event is helping out at a Habitat for Humanity build 

right here in Mount Holly on Saturday, October 11. The day will be dedicated to 

paint the house located on River Street. Tools needed are paint rollers and brushes.  

Good Shepherd is the host for the day’s crews. We will ask members for donations 

of breakfast items (doughnuts, juice and coffee, etc.) plus we will serve lunch of 

sandwiches, chips, cookies and drinks to the crew. Of course we will provide plenty 

of cold water throughout the day. A sign-up sheet will be posted as the time draws 

nearer. We especially encourage the Youtherans to help with this event too. The 

more helping hands the better!  

If you have questions contact Bruce Zander at 704-747-3066.  

Bruce Zander, Social Ministry Chairperson 

CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored 

by CWS and organized by local volunteers to raise funds to end 

hunger. 

The 20th annual Belmont/Mount Holly CROP Hunger Walk is 

scheduled for Sunday, October 12. This walk has served as a 

means to relieve hunger in the world and in our communities. 

There are so many ways you can help. Walking, getting folks 

to sponsor you as a walker, donating money yourself, putting 

out contribution jars at your workplace, and cheering people or 

helping out at the event itself. Sponsors for the event T-shirt 

are needed too. A donation of $200 will get your name and/or 

business logo printed on the back of the event T-shirt everyone 

will wear on October 12.  

Every year that I participate with this event, I feel so grateful 

for what I have and that, in some small way, I am helping give 

back to those who don’t have enough to eat or clean water to 

drink. I am helping those in my community as twenty-five 

percent of all money raised will be divided 

between our local crisis ministries: 

Belmont Community Organization (BCO), 

Serving Our Community with Kindness in 

Springwood (SOCKS) and Mount Holly 

Community Relief Organization (MHCRO). I am helping 

children from across the globe that I will never see too. As my 

husband always said, “If I can make a difference in the life of 

one child, it’s all worth it.” The motto of all CROP Walks is we 

are fighting hunger one step at a time for one child at a time.   

Please join us by walking or running in this 5K event on the 

beautiful campus of Belmont Abbey College. Registration 

begins at 1:30 on the day of the walk.  Say yes to a walker who 

approaches you for sponsorship. Help us however you can. We 

all can make a difference.  

Beverly Popwell, Crop Walk Coordinator 

Ending Hunger  one s tep at  a  t ime…  

Community Christmas 

Concert to Benefit CRO 
Jeff Ingle, director of the Community 

Concert Choir, announces that rehearsals 

begin this month for this annual benefit 

concert for the Mt. Holly CRO. Singers are 

welcome to join the choir.  

Singers are asked to contribute $20 to 

cover the cost of their music and other 

incidentals needed for the performance. 

Rehearsals will be held on Mondays 

beginning September 15at 7 p.m. in the 

sanctuary of First United Methodist 

Church. The final dress rehearsal is Friday, 

December 5. 

Two performances of the concert will be 

held on December 6 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

with a meal served to participants in 

between.  

Ticket prices are $10.00 each. Checks 

should be made to the Mt. Holly CRO. 

Seating is limited to 350 per performance 

held again at First United Methodist 

Church, 140 N. Main St., Mt. Holly.  

Sponsorships are being sought from 

businesses, churches and individuals to 

cover the costs of the musicians.  

Please contact Jeff Ingle @704-460-5488 

for more information on becoming a 

sponsor. All checks should be made out to 

Mount Holly Community Relief 

Organization – PO Box 831 |Mount Holly, 

NC 28120 | Phone: 704-827-9457 and 

maybe tax deductible. Main Case Worker: 

Alice Bayne  

WANDERING FLOCK lake lunch is September 23.  
The Wandering Flock is wandering on 

TUESDAY, September 23, to the Norwood’s 

home on the lake. They have so graciously 

invited the group to their home for our annual 

bar-b-q lunch. For those of you who have 

never been, we enjoy good food, wonderful 

fellowship, warm hospitality, and great 

rocking chairs for enjoying the lake view. As 

usual, we will have bar-b-q with all the 

trimmings. A sign-up sheet will be located in the hallway. If you can’t sign-up, 

please let Anne Fields know that you are coming, so enough food can be prepared.   

For anyone who would like to carpool, meet at the church at 11:00 a.m. We want to 

arrive at the Norwood’s house shortly after 11:30. If anyone needs to be picked-up, 

call Anne Fields at 704-827-4870. Please note the day change; this is a Tuesday, not 

a Thursday. Put September 23 on your calendar. This event has always been one of 

our favorite outings for the year. 

Anne Fields 
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Ralph Lewis Alexander died on August 17, 2014, 

in Elkin, North Carolina. He was born on 

December 10, 1919, in Carthage, N. C. to Oscar 

and Mamie Alexander and was the youngest of 

six children. He married Julia Anne McKnight in 

1942 and she preceded him in death in 2011.He is 

survived by four children, ten grandchildren, and fourteen great-

grandchildren. He was Pastor Cuttino’s grandfather.  

Lewis was a 1941 graduate of Wake Forest College. During World War 

II, he was First Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy, serving in North Africa, 

Italy, and Normandy.  

Lewis practiced law for over sixty years in Elkin. In 1991, on the fiftieth 

anniversary of service as the town attorney for Elkin, he was inducted 

into the North Carolina Bar Association Hall of Fame. Elkin Town Hall 

was named in his honor. Lewis was an avid tennis player, fisherman, and 

hunter. He was also a long-time member of Elkin Presbyterian Church.  

A memorial service will be held at a later date. Memorial contributions 

for Mr. Alexander may be made to the Ralph Lewis Alexander 

Scholarship Fund at Elkin High School, 334 Elk Spur St., Elkin, N.C. 

28621 

Through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Charles Briggs Matznick, son 

of Andrew and Susan, became a member of God’s family on Sunday, 

July 13, 2014. Nancy Ford served as Brigg’s sponsor from the 

congregation. Although Briggs won’t remember this day, he was 

presented a faith chest with items to help him remember and to store 

keepsakes of the faith journey he began on his baptismal day. His light 

is shining bright for all to see. We were delighted to welcome all of the 

Matznick’s extended family for Brigg’s special day.  

Briggs Matznick is baptized 

Flynn Arthur Caton is born 
Welcome to our 

world Flynn 

Arthur Caton! 

Flynn, son of 

Jon Claude and 

Emily Caton, 

was born 

August 1, 2014 

at 8:48 a.m. at 

Carolina 

Medical Center of Charlotte. Flynn is a big boy 

weighing 8 lbs. 1 oz. at birth. As you can see 

from the picture, Flynn’s big brother Nikolai is 

delighted to have a little brother. Mom and dad 

are doing very well although they are sleep 

deprived. It seems baby Flynn has his days and 

nights mixed up! We offer our congratulations 

and ask God’s blessings for this happy family!  

L i fe  passages . . .  

Two Good Shepherd families 

welcome new grandchildren.  

David and Margaret Abernethy 

are excited to announce the birth 

of their second grandchild. 

Benjamin Thomas Abernethy 

was born at 5:47 a.m. on 

Tuesday, August 5 weighing 6 

lbs. 7 oz. and measuring 21 

inches. He is the son of Stephen 

and Pam and little brother of 

Henry. The happy family is 

home and doing well, especially 

with all the good help they are getting from 

David and Margaret. Congratulations  

Don and 

Catherine 

Mackenzie 

welcome their 

seventh 

grandchild. 

Andrew Russell 

MacKenzie-Hart 

was born on Thursday, Aug 14 at 9:21 p.m. His 

parents are Julie MacKenzie and Mark Hart of 

Vancouver, where Don and Catherine are visiting 

to welcome the new baby and give their help as 

the family adjusts to having a newborn in the 

family. Congratulations Don and Catherine!  

We ask God’s blessings for Benjamin, Andrew 

and their families.  

Benjamin Abernethy 

Andrew MacKenzie-Hart 

Bonnie Sanford dies in tragic accident 
With heavy hearts Good Shepherd learned the news last 

week of the tragic death of Bonnie Sanford in a car crash in 

her native Clover. Bonnie’s sister, Mary Jane McCarter 

(mother of Gretchen and Nancy Faulkner), was seriously 

injured. At this writing, Mary Jane is improving.  

Bonnie is a daughter of Good Shepherd who served for 51 

years as an Associate in Ministry (rostered leader) in the 

ELCA and its predecessor bodies. Her last “official” visit to 

Good Shepherd was for our 125th anniversary celebration. 

Her most recent service came at a Shelby Presbyterian 

Church. 

Sheila Wallace talked with Bonnie in recent weeks and learned of her 

retirement this summer. Bonnie was so excited to retire and had moved to 

Winston-Salem to be in the same city as her grandchildren. True to her nature, 

Bonnie planned on remaining active in ministry, just at her own pace. She 

called to relay her new address as she loved getting the newsletter from her 

home congregation.  

A memorial service will be held at Good Shepherd on Saturday, August 30 at 

11:00 a.m. Visitation will be in the Parish Hall at 10:00 a.m. 

We send our deep condolences to Bonnie’s family at this time of grief.  



8:30 Worship 

Ushers 

Scott & Jackson 

Concannon 

Assisting Minister 

7 Debbie Keller 

14 Linda Cox 

21 Debbie Keller 

28 Debbie Keller 

Acolyte 

Cassidy Concannon 

Lectors 

7 Ruth Neely 

14 Liz Petko 

21 Beverly Popwell 

28 Don Killian 

Altar Guild 

Beverly Couto 

Sound System 

Beverly Couto 

Nursery 

7 Lauren Shoemaker 

14 Diane Falls        

Mackenzie Myers 

21 Dianne Vanhoy 

28 Teresa Neely 

11:00 Worship 

Ushers 

Ron Frazier 

Dick Dubler 

Gil Harris 

Blair Walker 

Assisting Minister 

7 Debbie Keller 

14 Linda Cox 

21 Debbie Keller 

28 Debbie Keller 

Acolyte 

Claire Brown 

Crucifer 

Cayden Brown 

Junior Crucifer 

Eliza Stevens 

Lectors 

7 Gary Engel 

14 Mark Jessen 

21 Diane Perry 

28 Nancy Faulkner 

Communion Assistants 

7 Gary Engel 

14 Mark Jessen 

21 Diane Perry 

28 Nancy Falls 

Altar Guild 

Robbie Koone 

Sound System 

Gil Harris 

Nursery 

7 Jennifer Parsons 

14 Judy Suttenfield      

Tia & Shaina Hinds 

21 Jennifer Parsons 

28 Ashley Smith 

Altar Flowers 

7 Volunteer Needed 

14 Norwood Family 

21 Lawing Family 

28 Featherstone Family 

W o r s h i p  
ASS IS TANTS  .…. 

Audit Duty 

Council 

Representative 

Bruce Zander 

Auditor 

Jennifer Cloninger Bone 

14—Ruth Neely 

Office Assistant 

Judy Nichols 

... …  
H E L P I N G  

this  

MONTH   

The Shepherd’s Voice          Page  9 

S E P T E M B E R  B I R T H D A Y S  

2 Elizabeth Broome 10 Carter Jessen 19 Roger Rutledge 

2 Beth Washle 12 Lee Ezell 20 Jimmie Stroud 

3 Jeff Hullander 12 Jane Rose 21 Jason Falls 

5 Ann Berg 13 Carol Featherstone 22 Betty Hawkins 

5 Gary Engel 13 Savannah Drumm 25 Kelly Philbeck 

5 Betty Pennington 15 Cassidy Concannon 27 Kim Hullander 

6 Caroline Jessen 18 Linda Jarnagin 27 Barry Jessen 

10 Davis Jessen 18 Brandon Whitley 30 Elizabeth Guin 

W E D D I N G  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

2 Ernest & Robbie Koone 18 Terri Keith Stikeleather 

3 Andrew & Susan Matznick 21 David & Linda Hamrick 

5 Bernie & Angel Micalizzi 23 Jim & Pat Drumm 

17 Keith & Carol Featherstone 24 Larry & Janet Kesler 

17 Matt & Tracy Fox 27  Alan & Jacquie Kuznicki 

  30 Tom & Jackie Ewart  

P R A Y E R  C O N C E R N S  F O R  M I L I T A R Y  
Brandon Whitley, Army, California  

Kelly Philbeck, National Guard 

 

Toler Alexander,    U.S. Coast Guard          

(Pr. Cuttino’s brother)  

Evan Barry,     Marines (Linda 

Hamrick’s cousin)  

P R A Y E R  C O N C E R N S  F O R  M E M B E R S  

Helen Killian 

Jack McGinnis 

Ann Berg 

Keith Featherstone 

Barbara Drumm 

Bryan Wayburn 

Brian Buchanan 

Linda Jarnagin  

Norma Flowers 

David Campbell 

Pat Drumm 

Jim Drumm 

Diane, Sydney Falls & 

family 

Elizabeth Broome 

Erroll Sult 

Rose Neal 

James Robert Nichols 

P R A Y E R  C O N C E R N S  F O R  F R I E N D S  

Mary Jane McCarter (Nancy & 

Gretchen’s mother)  

Carol Rice Horsley (Anne Field’s sister) 

Paul Markovits (Diane Fall’s Dad)  

Margaret Murphy (Ernest Koone’s sister) 

Sherry Christopher (daughter of frequent 

visitors Richard & Pam Christopher) 

Amy Wooten (Ruth Neely’s friend)  

Lauren Gray (Debbie Keller’s daughter) 

Ervin Poteat (Delores’ son) 

Ray Harrelson (Elizabeth Guin’s friend)  

Sophie Hoff (Nancy Skinner’s aunt) 

Terri McGinnis (Nancy Skinner’s niece) 

Jack Lewis (Beverly Popwell’s friend)  

Winfred Waite (Linda Hamrick’s Dad)  

Katrina Beatty (Beth Butlak’s mother)  

Levi Hinds (Lee’s dad) 

Butch Witherspoon (Bud’s son)  

Doris Starnes (sister of Ruth Grier, Jim & 

Charlie Drumm) 

Kate Frazier (Ronnie’s mom) 

Family of Lewis Alexander (Pastor’s grandfather) 

Family of Bonnie Sanford (Nancy Faulkner & Gretchen’s McCarter’s aunt) 

P R A Y E R  C O N C E R N S  F O R  B E R E A V E D  



The Shepherd’s Voice                  Page 10 

M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  
Saved by God’s grace through Jesus Christ, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit  

to worship, teach and share His love. 

Pastor -------------------- Pastor@GoodShepherdMtHolly.org 

Parish Administrator SheilaW@GoodShepherdMtHolly.org 

Treasurer ---------------- Treasurer@GoodShepherdMtHolly.org 

P.O. Box 671          110 South Main Street Mt. Holly, N.C. 28120 

704.827.4751 office www.goodshepherdmtholly.org 

704.827.8295 fax facebook.com/goodshepherdmtholly 

Good Shepherd has a new logo!  
As we revamp our communications strategy, we felt 

it was time to find a logo that was clean, modern, 

and professional. For help we turned to the company 

“99designs.” Their website allows you to host a 

design contest in which graphic artists from around 

the world compete for the commission. As a result, 

we got a great looking logo at a very affordable 

price. The winning designer is Jossaphat Sukohadi, 

a Christian graphics designer living in Indonesia. Sometimes it’s a small 

world! 

The logo uses the gothic arches that are so prominent in our church’s 

architecture. The three arches are meant to evoke those in the sanctuary. A 

shepherd’s cross is the central focal point. It stands above a grassy hill and 

stream. This design element reminds us of a number of things—Psalm 23, 

our baptism, and our location in Mt. Holly, on the banks of the Catawba 

River. 

We hope this logo will serve us well for years to come.  

Men’s Group is starting up  
The Lutheran Men resume their monthly 

breakfast meetings on Saturday, September 

13 at 8:30 a.m. Gary Linsenmayer and Bruce 

Zander are cooking breakfast. After 

breakfast, Gary will lead a brief Bible study. 

Come and give this a whirl too!  

A big THANKS for the visit of Camille 

and Patsy. I enjoyed the visit so much; I 

also enjoyed the delicious peaches and 

viewing the pictures from Patsy’s trip to 

Africa. It was a wonderful afternoon.  

A big thanks goes to all folks of the 

Shepherds Ministries who do so much to 

help cheer us “old folks.”  

Norma Flowers 
Send it to sheilaw@goodshepherdmtholly.org. 



O n l i n e  E d i t i o n  
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Thank you to Parish Life. Thank you to the many good cooks, those who planned, those who decorated, and those 

who cleaned-up afterwards! Food was delicious; fellowship was great!  


